Detection of intraperitoneal bile accumulations: significance of ultrasonography, CT, and cholescintigraphy.
Free or loculate intraperitoneal fluid can easily be detected by ultrasonography or computerized tomography. The differentiation of bile fluid from other liquid collections and the documentation of the presence and extent of a bile leak can be difficult diagnostic problems. In representative case studies the use and the diagnostic limits of ultrasonography and CT in the diagnosis of intraperitoneal bile accumulations are discussed. A diagnostic algorithm including cholescintigraphy for the evaluation of biliary leakage is proposed.